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From the Grand Knight  
Brother Knights: The Christmas 

season is over, and Lent is upon us. 

Now is the time to really search 

one’s soul and ask, “Am I ready to 

meet the Lord if he comes today?” I 

do not think I am just yet, but I 

continue to work on it. 

 As we did last year, the Knights 

will be doing the readings at the 

Stations of the Cross as might be 

rescheduled from February 12th, 

when it was cancelled. The Stations 

begin at 7:00p.m., but I ask that those Brothers who 

will be reading to arrive at 6:30 p.m. and no later than 

6:45 p.m. so that we are prepared to start on time and 

in case there are some last minute instructions from 

Father. 

Our annual Sweetheart’s Breakfast was a success once 
again..  Remember, these activities are for ALL 

Brothers and their better halves to enjoy themselves. 

 I am sure that a lot of our members are aware that this 

year we celebrate the 25th anniversary of our charter. 

A celebration is being planned and hopefully the 

living original charter members will be able to attend. 

Please be sure to check the calendar of events section 

in the newsletter for upcoming, and check your emails 

of the updates from Brother Mike Fleming. In addition, 

Kathy Finnell is posting some of our events/functions 

in the weekly Church bulletin. I hope to see you at all 

the meetings 

 Les 

SLAVA ISUSU CHRISTI  

(Glory to Jesus Christ) 

From the Pulpit  

Unfortunately, our first Stations of the Cross were 

snowed out last Friday.  However, the Knights will lead 

the Stations on Friday, March 4, 7:00 P.M.  During the 

Season of Lent, please remember to practice the three 

pillars:  fasting, prayer, and almsgiving.  The parish is 

collecting money in the two poor boxes to support 

Catholic Charities in Romney.  Much of their work is 

directed toward Mineral County residents. 

Thank you. 

Fr. Bill Matheny, Chaplain 

Council 10545 Officers  

Chaplain: Fr. William Matheny, Jr. 

Grand Knight: Les Halapy 

Deputy Grand Knight: Dave Dunn 

Chancellor: Bob Yowler 

Recorder: John Bogdan 

Financial Secretary: Mike Landis 

Treasurer: Herman Wise 

Advocate: Tom Sauer 

Warden: Charlie Junkins 

Inside Guard: Kenny Brant 

Outside Guard: Mike Bonner 

Trustees: 

 3 year: Mike Fleming 

 2 year: Mike Stanislawczyk 

 1 year: John Oglesbee 

District Deputy: Tom Eades 

  

Current Chairmen and Projects  

Program Director: Dave Dunn (304) 788-0693 

Church Director: Doug Minnich 

Community Director: David Webb (304) 813-6507 

Council Director: Dave Dunn (304) 788-0693 

Basketball Free Throw Contest: Michael 

Stanislawczyk (304) 788-6373 
Pro-Life Director: Marion Dorsey (304) 788-1395 

Family Director: John Oglesbee (304)  

Youth Director: Michael Stanislawczyk (304) 788-6373 

CCO: Marion Dorsey (304) 788-1395 

Spaghetti Dinner: Herman Wise (304) 788-4750 

Highway Clean-up: Charlie Hartman (304) 788-3592 

Keep Christ in Christmas: {volunteer needed} 

Tootsie Roll Drive: Dave Dunn (304) 788-0693 

“300” Club Tickets: Herman Wise (304) 788-4750 and 

Mike Landis (304) 788-5919 

Pall Bearers: Bill Poland (304) 788-3390 

Phone Call Committee: Bill Poland, page one; Dave 

Dunn, page two; and {need volunteer}, page three 
Sweetheart Breakfast: Mike Fleming (304) 788-3688 

Christmas Decorating: Charlie Hartman (304) 788-

3592 
Editor Newsletter: David Webb (304) 813-6507 

Fishing Derby: David Webb (304) 813-6507 

Awards Committee: Grand Knight, Deputy Grand 

Knight, and the Church, Family, and Council Directors 
Christmas Parade: Michael Stanislawczyk (304) 788-

6373. 
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Recruitment 

Each Knight should be ever aware that our Council 

welcomes new Knights. Our church congregation is 

growing, so take note of new potential members.  

Carry a Form 100 and the informational tri-fold we 

produce with you in your car. 

Ask a practical Catholic to become a Knight. (A 

“practical Catholic” is one who lives up to the 

commandments of God and the precepts of the 

Church.) The applicant must be eighteen years of age. 
A hearty welcome to Jim Shafer and to Joe Maybury 

who have transferred their Knight membership to 

Council 10545, and a hearty welcome to Shawn 

McGann. 

At the February meeting, Mike Landis mentioned 

seven men who might be recruited to the Council. Be 

alert for potential members. 

 

Exemplification  

“Exemplification”– the act or process of 

exemplifying 

“Exemplify”– to show or illustrate by example 

 

Fourth Degree Knights 

Council 10545 has nine 4th Degree 

Knights, namely, Tony Cooper, 

Marion Dorsey, Dave Dunn, Les 

Halapy, Mike Landis, Fr. Ivan LeBar, 

Rocky Miller, Dean Nofsinger, and 

Bob Yowler. The Council has forty-five 

3rd Degree Knights, all of whom could 

be moving toward 4th Degree 

Knighthood. The Council has a total of 

ninety-six Knights. 

The 4th Degree is the Patriotic Degree of the Order, 

and it supplies a Color Guard at Veterans 

Ceremonies, as well as participating in parades and 

public prayer services. Upon request, the 4th Degree 

Order supplies an Honor Guard for funerals, 

weddings, First Communion, and Confirmation. 

The 4th Degree serving Keyser also serves Councils 

and Parishes in Oakland, Frostburg, Mount Savage,, 

Cumberland, Cresaptown, and Romney. 

To advance from 3rd Degree to 4th Degree, a 3rd 

Degree member need only submit an application for 

the 4th Degree. Contact Marion Dorsey, who became a 

4th Degree Knight in 1996, at (304) 788-1395 for 

additional information. 

The 4th Degree meet the second Sunday of each month  

at Pope John the 23rd Council in Cresaptown, and the 

next meeting will be held on Sunday, February 14th at 

2:00 p.m.  

Knight/Family of the Month  

The November Knight of the Month was Rocky Miller, 

and the Family of the Month was the Tom Denne 

family. The December Knight of the Month was John 

Oglesbee, and the Family of the Month was the Joe 

Taylor family. The January Knight was Bill Lupis, and 

the Family of the Month was the Geoff Newlin family.  

Congratulations to these Knights and families, and 

congratulations to the Tom Denne family, which was 

selected as the State Family of the Month. 

Knights of Considerable Note 

Michael Keller “Iron Mike” Ditka, (DOB 10/18/39) is a 

former All-American football player, coach, and 

television commentator. A member of both the 

College Football and Pro Football Halls of Fame, he 

was the 1961 UPI Rookie of the Year, a five-time Pro 

Bowl selection and five-time All-Pro tight end with the 

Chicago Bears, Philadelphia Eagles, and Dallas 

Cowboys. A sure-handed receiver and tenacious 

when running the ball, he led the transformation of the 

tight end position into today’s modern offensive threat. 

Dates to Remember/Links  

Brother Knight Mike Fleming publishes “Dates to 

Remember” periodically to Knights who have e-mail 

addresses. Mike’s e-mail address is 

mlfleming@frontier.com. Please contact him if you are 

not on his mailing list. 

Assumption Church: www.assumptionkeyserwv.org 

K of C website: www.wvkofc.org 

Prayers for Brother Knights  

Pray for brother Knights and their families who are ill, 

homebound, and under stresses of life, too. 

 

Events Conducted  

Halloween at the Fire Hall Knights Michael 

Stanislawczyk, Jay Stanislawczyk, and Tom Sauer 

conducted “fun and games” at the Keyser Fire Hall 

again this Halloween. Young contestants outfitted in 

mailto:mlfleming@frontier.com
http://www.assumptionkeyserwv.org/
http://www.wvkofc.org/


 

    

holiday attire for the event competed for prizes from 

the “corn-hole” board game. 
Basketball Free Throw Shooting Contest.  Under the 

leadership of Michael Stanislawczyk the Council 

conducted its annual free throw contest at the Keyser 

Primary/Middle School on Sunday, January 31st. The 

winners names and a photo were submitted to the 

local newspaper for publication. Knights assisting 

Michael were Shawn McGann, Dave Dunn, Geoff 

Newlin, Doug Minnich, and David Webb. (See photo 

below.) 

 
Christmas Parade. Under the leadership of 

Knight/Youth Director Mike Stanislawczyk, the Council 

presented a float in the City of Keyser Christmas 

Parade. The float featured youth from the Assumption 

Church CCD classes. Thanks, Mike. (See photo below) 

 

 

District Free Throw Competition. The winners of the 

Assumption Church competition advanced to the District 

Competition that was held on Sunday, February 14th. While at 

the “parish” level, the kids shoot fifteen shots. At the district 

level they get twenty-five tries at the hoop. (See photo below 

of the winners with Youth Leader Mike Stanislawczyk) The 

District winners advance to the state competition, which will 

be held at St. Patrick’s School gym in Weston on March 6th at 

1:00 p.m. 

 

 

Sweetheart Breakfast. The Council celebrated 

Valentine’s Day with the annual Sweetheart Breakfast 

on Sunday, February 14th, which in fact was Valentine’s 

Day this year. The breakfast was served after the 8:00 

a.m. Mass and before the 10:30 Mass in St. Mary’s Hall. 

Valentine’s Day is associated with a “tradition of 

courtly love;” however, an actual “St. Valentine” is 

vague, and the Day is not celebrated by the Church. 

See photos below. 

 

Upcoming/Ongoing Events  

Council Meetings. Regular council meetings are held 

on the first Thursday of each month at 7:00 p.m. at the 

Knight’s meeting hall, and all Knights are welcome to 

attend the officers’ meeting held on the third Thursday 

of each month at 6:30 p.m., except on notice 

otherwise. 

Spaghetti Dinner. The next spaghetti dinner will be 

held on Wednesday, March 2nd. 

Annual Dues. The 2016 Knight of Columbus dues are 

now payable for the coming year. The dues for each 

member $20.00. Please remit the dues, payable to 

Knights of Columbus, to: Mike Landis, 1445 Beacon 

Street, Keyser, WV 26726. If you pay prior to being 

billed, then the Council can save a stamp. 

 

Scholarship Fund. The council has operated a 

scholarship fund for several years. Last year the 

Council provided education assistance to five young 

scholars in the amount $500.00 each. Presently, the 

Fund stands at about $1700.00. As Financial Secretary 

Mike Landis reminds, the Fund is always in need of 

donations. If you desire, please forward your donation 

to; Christopher Charitable Scholarship Fund, c/o Mike 

Landis, 1445 Beacon Street, Keyser, WV 26726. 



 

    

Highway Cleanup.  The next highway cleanup will be 

on Saturday, April 30th, on Harley Staggers Drive, 

Keyser, beginning at 8:00 a.m. Charlie Hartman has 

spearheaded this community event for several years. 

 Big Fundraising Events  

Spaghetti Dinners The last spaghetti 

dinner was held on December 2nd, and 

the Council netted a profit $1717.41. 

Sixty-three tickets were sold at the door, 

and 294 were sold in advance. The 

dinners are conducted quarterly in 

March, June, September, and December 

on the first Wednesday of those months. Preparation 

continues year round and help is needed on the 

Mondays and Tuesdays preceding the Wednesday sit-

down/takeout day. Volunteer help is always needed, 

as well as the contribution of a cake for dessert. 

Spread the word to keep this fundraiser successful.  

 Dinners are $7.00 for adults and $3.00 for children. Be 

sure to purchase some of the secret-recipe-made 

meatballs. 

“300 Club” Fundraiser. Three hundred tickets are 

sold for drawings held every three months. Each 

quarter, $750.00 is paid out, and every ticket is put 

back in the pot for each drawing. Contact Herman 

Wise or Mike Landis to purchase or sell tickets. 

The “300 Club Raffle “winners at the December 

drawing were John Stephen and Phil Mele ($100.00 

each), Dave Dunn and Helen Kesner ($50.00 each), 

and Alan Taylor, and Fran Cuthbertson ($25.00 each). 

Note:  For the year 2015, approximately $7200.00 was 

raised through spaghetti dinners, and approximately 

$2800.00 was raised through the “300 Club.” 

 

Cemetery Maintenance. Help with the 

cemetery is always needed, especially when a 

“regular” is unavailable. To volunteer to help with the 

cemetery, please contact Herman Wise (788-4750). 

The end-of-the-season cleanup was completed on 

November 5th, so we are ready for winter. Knight 

Herman Wise does a great job: Go see for yourself. 

In Memoriam. On December 7, 2015, Brother 

Knight Peter William Kostick, Sr. passed from this 

earthly life after seventy-five years. Also in December, 
we lost Brother Knight Bob Flanagan of Elk Garden. 

Eternal rest grant unto Peter and Bob, O Lord, and let 

perpetual light shine upon them. 

For the Good of the Order 

Twenty-fifth Anniversary of Council 10545 This year 

Council 10545 celebrates its 25th year of service to 

Assumption Church, the Church’s parishioners, and 

the Keyser community. Our Council was chartered on 

February 3, 1990 with thirty original Knights. Of the 

thirty original Knights, seventeen of them have passed 

to their eternal reward. 

 

Crosses. The Council has donated to help support 800 

families in the region of Bethlehem, for which donation 

the Council received crosses carved by a Bethlehem 

artisan from olive trees. The crosses benefit the 

“Christian Refugees Relief Fund, and they can be 

purchased from the council for $10.00 each. Contact 

Mike Landis at (304) 788 -5919. 

 

District Deputy Message. Achievements! Awards! 

Accolades! The real reason we 

became Knights was to serve, and 

the fact that Council 10545 achieved 

the Star Council Award deserves a 

hearty CONGRATULATIONS 

because that means that you have 

served your Parish and your 

community well. Achievements, 

Accolades, and Achievements are 

wonderful because in a busy world, we lose track of 

the end of our goal. In this new fraternal year, keep 

your focus, and goals will be achieved.  

 

Remember: “You know them by their work.” – 

Mike Stanger, former District Deputy and the 

present State Warden. Thanks for 

all you do. 

 

 

 

  

 



 

    

 

 

Part of the Christmas display that Charlie 

Hartman and fellow Knights placed in the 

window of the Knight Hall 

 

  
WV State Deputy Gerald Somazze presents the Star Council 

Award to Grand Knight Les Halapy 

 

 
Sweetheart Breakfast 2016 

 

 
Knight Eugene and Lady Charlotte enjoying a 

Sweetheart Breakfast 

 

 
Knights of Columbus members and CCD students 

helping to serve food at the Sweetheart Breakfast 

 

 

 

[For comments, corrections, and contributions to the 

newsletter contact David Webb 

davidhwebb1945@gmail.com or (304) 813-6507]  


