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Article | — Organization

Section 1

This body shall be known as the West Virginia State Council of the Knights of
Columbus. Its jurisdiction shall be co-extensive with the boundaries of the State of
West Virginia. The powers of the State Council are set forth in the Charter,
Constitution and laws of the Knights of Columbus Supreme Council. These by-laws
shall in no way conflict with the Constitution, Laws, Rules, and Regulations of the
Supreme Council or the Board of Directors.

Section 2
a) The West Virginia State Council shall consist of the following who have voice and
vote:

1. The Supreme Knight, ex-officio.

The State Officers who shall be the State Deputy, State Secretary, State
Treasurer, State Advocate, State Warden, and State Chaplain.

3. The Immediate Past State Deputy, provided, however, that when the Last
Living Past State Deputy is actually residing in another state or jurisdiction,
he shall thereby forever forfeit such right, and his nearest predecessor
actually residing in West Virginia shall be entitled thereto.

4. The Grand Knight of each subordinate council in good standing.

5. A delegate from each subordinate council in good standing who shall be
elected from the Past Grand Knights of the council. A council having no
Past Grand Knight eligible and willing to serve may elect any one of its third
degree members in good standing.

6. Alternates, who serve in the absence of the Grand Knight or delegate, who
shall be elected from the third degree membership of the council, but need
not be Past Grand Knights.

7. Section 12(e) of the Supreme Council Constitution provides for a council
represented by one delegate to be entitled to two votes. The provisions of
this section shall be met for the one delegate two votes rule to apply.

b) The West Virginia State Council shall also consist of the following who shall have
voice (includes making motions) but do not vote:

1. All Past State Deputies.

2. All District Deputies.

3. Chairmen (not more than twelve) of standing committees of the State
Council may be members of the State Council by expressed provision in its
by-laws, but with the right to speak only on questions pertaining to the
functions of their particular committees and without the right to vote. Thus,
standing committee chairmen who are granted limited State Council
membership under its by-laws and who are not otherwise members of the
State Council have the right to present committee reports and to speak on
any question pertaining to their committee function. They do not have the
right solely as such chairmen to make motions or nominations or to vote on
any question.

Section 3

The West Virginia State Council shall be convened annually in May, each year and
every year, at a place designated by the previous State Council. The Convention
shall convene on the Saturday following Mother's Day. It shall be the duty of the
State Secretary to forward to each council in the State written notice of the time and
place of the meetings at least thirty days prior to said meeting.



Section 4

The State Council, in convention assembled, shall discuss policies and programs,
and endeavor to promote the general welfare of the Order, shall transact such
business and enact such rules and regulations as may be consistent with the
Charter, Constitution, and Laws of the Knights of Columbus.

Section 5

The State Secretary shall prepare and furnish five credential forms to the Financial
Secretary of each council, at least six weeks prior to the meeting of the State
Council.

Section 6

The Grand Knights of each subordinate council shall instruct the Financial Secretary
to prepare and certify credentials of the Grand Knight, the delegate and alternates on
the forms so furnished, and send one copy to the State Secretary at least two weeks
prior to the date of the annual meeting and shall deliver one copy to each Grand
Knight, delegate, and alternate, who shall present same at said meeting.

Section 7

Temporary Roll Call of Delegates, The State Secretary shall prepare a roll of names
of all Grand Knights, delegates, and alternates on the credentials presented to him
prior to the calling to order of the meeting of said State Council and said roll shall be
the roll of the State Council until the Committee on Credentials has submitted its
report and the permanent roll determined by the action of the meeting on said report.

Section 8

Contest of delegates: In the case of a contest for a seat in convention, one member
of each side may appear and make argument before the Committee on Credentials,
each being allowed time not to exceed five minutes, except by special consent of the
Committee. Said Committee's decision shall be the recommendation to the
convention for the seat in the convention.

Section 9

Council in Arrears: Councils not having paid indebtedness owing to the Supreme
Council or the State Council within the time required by law shall not be entitled to
representation in the State Council.

Section 10

All Councils instituted prior to January 1 or July 1, shall not be liable for assessments
levied by the State Council for the next succeeding half year following such
institution.

Section 11

The State Deputy shall appoint Standing Committees, and the State Deputy shall
appoint Special Committees when deemed necessary by him, or when directed by
the action of the State Council. All Standing and Special Committees shall make
reports to the State Deputy when directed by him, the reports shall be in writing and
signed by the Committee Chairman.

The Standing Committees of the West Virginia State Council shall be as follows:
a) Membership and Retention
b) Family Activities
¢) Church Activities
d) Community Activities
e) Council Activities



f)  Youth Activities

g) New Council Development
h) Ceremonials

i)  Culture of Life

j)  Athletic Events

k) Publicity

1) Website

The Special Committees of the West Virginia State Council shall be as follows (the
Directors of these committees shall submit reports in writing):

a) Scholarship

b) Mentally Handicapped Program

¢) Vocations

d) Roundtables

e) Catholic Schools Dinner

f) Keep Christin Christmas

Section 12
The following committees shall be appointed for operation during the State
Convention only:

a) Appreciation

b) Audit and Budget

¢) Credentials

d) Resolutions

e) Good of the Order

f) Warden's

g) Tellers and Judges

h) Mileage and Per Diem

Section 13

All meetings of the State Council shall be conducted in the Third Section, and a
majority of the members of the State Council will constitute a quorum for the
transaction of business. The State Warden, and his assistants as appointed by the
State Deputy, shall ascertain if each third degree member has a signed paid-up
membership card as he enters the chamber of each session of the State Convention.

Section 14

The State Deputy shall preside at all sessions of the State Council, performing the
usual duties of Chairman. He shall be ex-officio, a member of all State Council
Committees.

Section 15

All resolutions, petitions, recommendations of changes, and amendments of the
By-Laws shall be submitted, in writing, to the State Secretary and State Advocate at
least thirty days prior to the annual State Council meeting. These shall then be
processed by the State Secretary and State Advocate and then referred to the
Committee on Resolutions. Resolutions and petitions, which do not pertain to
changes of the By-Laws should be presented in the same manner but in any case
must be presented to the Committee on Resolutions prior to its report to the State
Council. Resolutions and petitions, which as a matter of course are presented
annually as part of the State Council proceedings shall be considered to have met
these procedures.



Section 16

Speaking Limitations. When a member is about to speak, he shall rise and address
the Chair. The presiding officer shall request the name of the member and the
council he represents, who, when recognized, shall confine himself to the subject
under consideration. No member shall speak more than once upon any question
until all others who desire to speak have spoken. The State Deputy may set a time
limit for each speaker.

Section 17
The roll shall not be called upon a demand for yeas and nays, unless requested by
majority by vote of the members present.

Section 18

Except as otherwise provided herein and in the absence of a standing rule of the
State Council or Supreme Council, Robert’s Revised Rules of Order shall govern the
proceedings of the State Council sessions.

Section 19

The State Council shall have authority to levy, collect and enforce such assessments
upon the subordinate council or membership in the State as it might deem necessary
for the defraying of its legitimate expenses.

Section 20
The order of business of the State Convention shall be as follows:
a) First Session
1. Call to Order and Opening Ceremonies
Report of the State Warden
Opening Prayer
Singing of the National Anthem and Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of
the United States
Singing of the Opening Ode
Report of the Credentials Committee Chairman
Roll Call by State Secretary
Keynote Speech
9. Announcements of meetings and various convention committees
10. Reading of late communications
11. Report of the State Deputy
12. Call for acceptance of published reports of other State Officers, District
Deputies, and Committee Chairmen, and Grand Knights
13. Announcements
14. Adjournment and Prayer
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b) Second Session
1. Call to Order
Report of State Warden
Opening Prayer
Pledge to Flag
Address
Report of Resolutions Committee
Further Reports of Convention Committees
Review of State Council Budget
Announcements
0. Adjournment and Prayer
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¢) Third Session
1. Call to Order
Report of State Warden
Opening Prayer
Pledge to Flag
Unfinished Business
New Business
Report of Credentials Committee
Election of State Officers, Election of delegates, and alternates to the
Supreme International Convention
9. Report of Appreciation’s Committee
10. Report of Audit and Budget Committee
11. Report of Good of the Order Committee
12. Report of Scholarship Committee
13. Report of Other Committees
14. Announcements
15. Adjournments and Prayer
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Article Il - Finances

Section 1

All money owing to the State Council shall be made payable to the West Virginia
State Council Knights of Columbus (Specific Account) by a check, draft, or money
order, and forwarded to the State Secretary ONLY. The State Secretary shall
immediately record the same and forward to the State Treasure, who shall
immediately deposit the same into the appropriate account. The forwarding council
shall, at the same time, separately notify the State Treasurer, and special purpose
Director as appropriate, of the date, amount and account of all monies forwarded to
the State Secretary.

Section 2

All money of the State Council shall be deposited in depositories to the account of
the West Virginia State Council. Special purpose accounts shall include
identification of the special purpose. All accounts shall be subject to checks signed
by the State Deputy or the State Treasurer. The State Treasurer shall be
automatically bonded by the Supreme Council in the amount of twenty-five hundred
dollars ($2,500.00). No warrant on the State Treasurer shall be paid unless
countersigned by the State Deputy.

Section 3

The State Council shall levy a per capita assessment on all subordinate Councils in
the State of West Virginia. Such assessments shall be charged against each
Council in proportion to the membership of such Council as of the 30th day of June
each year. The State Secretary will use the Supreme Council Membership
Insurance Progress Report dated July 1 to December 31st following the adjournment
of the State Council. The State Secretary will notify each council of assessments
due not later than July 31st. Such per capita assessment when levied shall continue
in force and effect unless and until reduced or increased by the action of the State
Council. Any subordinate Council in arrears for the per capita tax or any assessment
properly levied shall be denied representation at the meetings of the State Council,
and if such arrearage continues for sixty (60) days, the State Deputy shall have
authority to suspend such delinquent councils.



Section 4

Allowances for Attendance and Services: The Grand Knight of each Council or his
alternate, State Officers, Past State Deputies, District Deputies, and State Council
Committee Chairmen, and others as designated by the State Deputy shall be
allowed per diem and mileage for actual attendance at the annual State Convention.
The expenses of the second delegate from each subordinate council shall be paid by
his council. Mileage shall be allowed for automobile only, based on one-way
mileage. Per Diem allowance shall not exceed two days. Actual mileage and per
diem amounts shall be determined from time to time by resolution adopted at an
annual State Convention.

Section 5

State Officers, State Council Committee Chairmen, and other designated by the
State Deputy, shall be allowed mileage and per diem, as specified in Section 4, for
actual attendance at other meetings called by the State Deputy. District Deputies
shall also receive these allowances when not reimbursed by the Supreme Council.
The expenses of a Grand Knight shall be paid by his council.

Section 6
Other Allowances. State Officers shall be allowed such compensation for the
expenses of their respective offices as maybe determined by the State Council.

Section 7

The State Deputy shall direct the audits by an independent auditor are performed as
required by the Supreme Council or governmental agency. Theses audits shall be
conducted on all accounts held in the name of the West Virginia State Council. A
copy of the written opinion, including financial statements, shall be made a part of
the State Council proceedings. These audits are required by Section 56(b) of the
Order’'s Laws and must be complied with.

Article Ill — Elections

Section 1

The State Deputy, State Secretary, State Treasurer, State Advocate, State Warden
and delegates and alternates to the Supreme Convention shall be elected annually
by ballot, from the membership at large. The State Deputy in a manner acceptable
with the Bishop of the Diocese shall appoint a State Chaplain.

Section 2

The nomination of candidates for State Deputy, other State Officers and delegates
and alternates to the Supreme Convention of both the insurance and associate class
shall be made. Only insurance members may be nominated as the insurance
delegates. The number of insurance delegates shall be as determined by the
Supreme Council. Insurance members are qualified for nomination as candidates for
associate delegates. If at the time of the Supreme Convention, any such insurance
or associate delegate, or his alternate is unable to attend the Supreme Convention,
then in that event the selection of a delegate shall be made as provided for in the
Charter, Constitution and laws of the Knights of Columbus Supreme Council.

Section 3

Supreme Convention Alternates shall be elected by finishing as first runner up in the
delegate election of the same position. Candidates appointed as alternates in this
fashion may still run for other available positions. If at the completion of elections
alternates have not been appointed an additional elections may be held as needed.



Section 4

Speeches presenting candidates for election to the Supreme Council shall not
exceed five minutes in length. The seconding nominations shall be limited to the
mere mention of the name of the candidate, the name of the person so seconding
such nomination and the name of the council he represents.

Section 5

When votes are taken by ballot for the election of officers, delegates and alternates,
the same shall be on a uniform size of white paper, the same to be furnished by the
State Secretary.

Section 6
The State Deputy or presiding officer shall appoint Tellers to receive, sort and count
the votes, and report the result to the chair.

Section 7

When only one candidate is nominated for a State Office, or only a number of
candidates equal to the number of delegates or alternates to be elected to the
Supreme Council are nominated, the State Deputy may direct the State Secretary to
cast the unanimous ballot of the State Council for such candidate or candidates who
may then be declared duly elected.

Section 8

In all cases of election to any office in the State Council, a majority of all votes cast
shall be necessary to elect, except that when several of equal degree are to be
elected, as delegates or alternates.

Section 9

Officers right to vote. The State Deputy, State Secretary, State Treasurer, State
Advocate, State Warden, State Chaplain, and the Immediate Past State Deputy (as
defined in Article 1, Section 2(a)(3)) shall have the right to vote. Should the
Supreme Knight be present, he also has the right to vote.

Section 10
The terms of all State Officers shall be for one (1) year, beginning on the first day of
July and ending on the thirtieth of June of the next succeeding year.

Section 11
District Deputies shall be appointed in accordance with the Supreme Council Rules.

Section 12

All other living Past State Deputies shall be members of the State Council and shall
enjoy the same privileges as the Immediate Past State Deputy, with the exception of
the right to vote.

Article IV — Duties of Officers

Section 1
State Deputy. The duties of the State Deputy shall be defined by the Charter,
Constitution and laws of the Knights of Columbus Supreme Council.



Section 2

State Secretary. The State Secretary shall cause to keep a true and faithful record
of the proceedings of the State Council. He shall notify each subordinate council of
assessments due, not later than July 31st. He shall not place the names of any
delegates or alternates on the roll call unless their respective councils have paid duly
levied assessments according to the procedure set forth in theses By-Laws. He
shall prepare and furnish credential blanks to the Financial Secretaries of each
subordinate council, together with a bill of assessments remaining unpaid, not later
than April 1st of each year. He shall forward to each council notification of the place
of and date of the annual State Meeting at least thirty (30) days prior to said meeting.
Credentials, which indicate the place and the date of, said meeting shall meet the
notification requirement. He shall prepare a roll of names of all delegates and
alternates from the credentials furnished to him prior to the calling to order of the
State Council, and shall refer said roll to the Committee on Credentials. He shall
prepare and send credentials to all living Past State Deputies entitled to
membership. He shall maintain registers for each account in the name of West
Virginia State Council. He shall, immediately upon receipt of moneys forward to the
State Treasurer, and duly note the same in the proper account register. He shall
prepare vouchers for disbursements from any account and record them in the
register for the proper account.

He shall have prepared and sent to the Financial Secretary of each subordinate
council, not later than the first day of June, forms for the reporting of the name and
address of Council Officers elected for the coming year. He shall prepare and cause
to have available a report of the proceedings of the State Council Annual and
Mid-Year Meetings, said report to be certified by the State Deputy. A copy of the
Annual Report shall be distributed to each council at the time of the Organizational
Meeting, and the printed copy of the proceedings of the Mid-Year Meeting distributed
to the same at the time of the Annual Meeting. He shall receive and pass on to the
State Advocate all petitions, resolutions and amendments of any nature.

Resolutions shall include all those adopted at the previous State Convention,
including the year of initial adoption.

Section 3

State Treasurer. The State Treasurer shall pay all money orders drawn upon him by
the State Secretary. He shall deposit all moneys as outlined in Article Il, Section 2,
and shall keep accurate records of same as set forth by the Supreme Council. He
shall maintain separate registers for each account of the West Virginia State Council.
He shall, immediately upon receipt, deposit all moneys forwarded to him in the
proper register. He shall record all disbursements in the register for the disbursing
account.

Section 4

State Advocate. The State Advocate shall be the attorney of the State Council in
case of trail and investigation of any matter whatsoever of interest to the State
Council. He shall receive from the State Secretary, a copy of all resolutions,
petitions, and amendments which are to be presented at the State Council and after
due consideration of same, these shall be referred to the Committee on Resolutions
without debate. He shall forward to the Supreme Secretary all resolutions adopted
at the State Convention pertaining to revision of the State Council By-Laws, and
additional resolutions that seek Supreme Council or Board consideration. Those
resolutions shall be forwarded within ten (10) days of the Convention in accord with
Section 22 of the Order’s Constitution.



Section 5

State Warden. The State Warden shall have custody of all property belonging to the
State Council. He shall check travel cards at all State Meetings and shall admit no
one but delegates and alternates and those others so entitled to the privilege of the
floor, except by permission of the State Council.

Section 6

Representatives to the Supreme Council. These delegates shall, to the best of their
ability, promote all actions of the Supreme Council that will best serve the interests of
the Knights of Columbus as a whole and the State of West Virginia in particular.

Section 7
The State Chaplain shall have complete charge of any matters pertaining to the
spiritual welfare of the State Council.

Section 8

District Deputies shall perform all duties as required by the Supreme Council and the
State Deputy. In addition, they shall attend the regular meetings of the State Council
and make a written report of the conditions and activities of their respective districts.

Section 9

The immediate Past State Deputy, actually residing in the State of West Virginia,
shall assist the State Deputy. All other Past State Deputies are entitled to serve on
committees as appointed by the State Deputy.

Section 10

Additional Duties. In addition to the above listed duties, the State Officers shall do
and perform any additional duties of their office, which the State Council or the State
Deputy may direct.

Article V — Miscellaneous

Section 1
Activity Program. To the best of its ability, the State Council shall conduct annually a
program as outlined by the Supreme Council.

Section 2

Annual Communion. To insure that each member of the Knights of Columbus fulfills
his religious obligation, it is recommended that the members of each Council
approach Holy Communion in a body during Easter on a date set by each council.

Section 3

Appointing of Committees. The State Deputy in his discretion, in appointing his
various committees, may draw upon Past State Deputies and other third degree
Knights in good standing. It being the desire of the State Council to in some way
induce and perpetuate participation by the Past State Deputies in the activities of our
Order and to involve new participation in the same.

Section 4

Charitable Fund. That a sum of One Thousand Dollars ($1,000.00) be set aside
annually for a charitable fund. This fund may be disbursed at the discretion of the
State Deputy in amounts not to exceed Five Hundred Dollars ($500.00), for a total of
One Thousand Dollars ($1,000.00) annually for worthwhile purposes. The State
Council assembled must approve disbursements in excess of these amounts. The



State Deputy shall report on disbursements and make it a part of the fund audit.
This fund is not to exceed a total accumulation value of Three Thousand Dollars
($3,000.00).

Section 5

Program Burse. That a sum of Five Hundred Dollars ($500.00) be set aside annually
for a “Program Burse”. This fund may be used at the discretion of the State Deputy
for programs that promote Columbianism ideals within West Virginia. The State
Council assembled must approve disbursements in excess of this amount. The
State Deputy shall report on disbursements and make it part of the fund audit. This
fund shall not exceed a total accumulation value of Three Thousand Dollars
($3,000.00).

Article VI - By-Laws

Section 1

How Amended. These By-Laws or any part thereof may be amended or repealed at
any meeting of the State Council by a two-thirds vote, and such amendments or
repeal shall be effective when duly approved by the Supreme Board of Directors.
These By-Laws not in conflict with the laws of the Supreme Council, or any part
thereof, may be suspended at any meeting by unanimous consent.

Section 2

When Effective. The West Virginia State Council, Knights of Columbus, in its annual
meeting assembled in Wheeling, West Virginia, on May21st and 22" 2005 do
hereby repeal all By-Laws heretofore adopted or existing together with amendments
thereto and parts thereof, and do hereby enact and adopt the foregoing By-Laws of
the West Virginia State Council, Knights of Columbus, and the adoption of which
shall become effective and the above repeal shall be considered in force upon the
approval thereof by the Supreme Board of Directors, and authority is hereby vested
in the elected State Officers of this Council or a majority thereof to conform, change
or add to these By-Laws in such a manner and in such respects as will meet the
approval and direction of the said Supreme Board of Directors.

By-Laws Committee:
Scott K. Nale, State Advocate, Chairman
Mike Azar
Bernard V. Kelly, Jr., PSD

Adoption Moved By: Gerald Schmidt, PSD, VSM
Seconded By: Dick Sepkowski

Passed May 18, 2015

Approved as corrected, by vote of the Supreme Council Board of Directors
at its meeting in
August 2015
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Saturday Morning Session, 5/16/2014

State Deputy Mike McDougle called the 113" annual West Virginia State Convention
to order.

State Warden Paul Neidbalski was asked to check all credentials, and vouched that
all present were duly qualified members of the 3™ degree in good standing.

The State Deputy welcomed all Brother Knight, and thanked them for attending. He
then introduced Supreme representative Jose Jimenez, Manager of the Membership
and Program consultants in the US and Canada.

State Chaplain, Father John Rice, offered an opening prayer, which was followed by
the membership reciting the Our Father. After which, the Pledge of Allegiance to flag
was recited.

The State Deputy recognized Worthy PSD-Richard Sepkowski, who rose to make a
motion that all members in good standing who are not delegates be allowed to stay
in meeting without voice as observers. The motion was seconded and passed.

The State Deputy announced that a new Council was recently formed in Oak Hill,
and introduced new Grand Knight-to be, Brother Tony Gerard. He invited him to join
the meeting as an observer, and received a round of applause.

State Treasurer Jerry Somazee was asked to led the singing of the Opening Ode.

The State Deputy called for a report of credentials. The State Warden stated that he
be allowed to defer the report until after reading of roll call.

Acting State Secretary Gerald Schmidt, PSD, proceeded to call the roll of State
Chaplain, Officers, General Agent, District Deputies, Chairman, Directors, Council
Delegates and Past State Deputies.

The State Chaplain Report was requested. State Chaplain, Fr. John Rice, began by
asking about how many Council were using the Supreme publication, “Building the
Domestic Church, A Family Alive” program. Not a whole bunch. He challenged all
Councils to use it; stating that this month’s program theme was balancing work and
family. If you look at the world around us, and maybe we fell into the trap ourselves,
we are told, you can do well in one or other, good at business or good in family. You
can excel in business, but give up family life. Or, you can be a good family man, but
not succeed in your career. Families all around us struggle with how to live good
holy family lives and still be productive citizens, be productive in our work
environment as well. Yes, God has blessed us in both those kinds of ways, both in
our ability to be fruitful and multiply, and to be entrepreneurial and to be productive in
our society, to be one or the other is not enough. And if we insist on trying to do it on
our own terms or the world’s terms it is said that there is that great dichotomy that
great chasm between them that cannot be crossed. Brothers we will fall into the trap.
Our families, our friends our communities will continue to disincarnate. We can look
around, and see the problems and challenges that kind of 24-seven demand has
been placed on families. Whenever, our young people graduating from college now
can, at best hope to find work at Wal-Mart, at $10 an hour never be able to repay
their student loans, and work 70 hr weeks. Both male and female both mom and
dad will need to work. That will not work. We need the strong building blocks of our
society, and they need to be balanced. | would propose that our answer to that
question of how we do that, how do we live that way, can be found in Jesus’ reply to



Pharisees. When they queried him about divorce Jesus replied in Matthew 19-8,
from the beginning it was not so, it is not how God intended things to be. Brothers,
we share a challenge, don’t we, of how we see how things should be. How to live
happy productive life, how we can be successful in our families and our works and
how we can be successful dad and businessmen. First chapter of Gneisses, teach
us that Adam and Eve were called to guard creation to work together to be a full
human family, to work through God’s plan. And, through their work, the family is
called to collaborate with God in process of transforming the world. The beginning
teaches us that the commandment of work has not been given to an individual but to
a human couple, to mom and dad, husband and wife together. And whenever the
husband the dad works, he is not alone.

| have this major renovation at my church, one of the thing | encounter on a daily
basis is these young men struggling on how to be a good dad, they need you to help
show them how, how to be a good dad, | can tell them, | can share my thoughts with
them. But, | can’t show them. They need you. These men will ask me questions
daily, about how to raise a family and balance their work. They need you to show
them how to do that. Many of them will try, by simple reminders, | have got an office
job, easing enough to put a picture of their family on your desks, and it also helps to
reminds you to be faithful every day. We carry them in their wallets; place it on the
dashboard, those that work with their hands can encounter even a greater challenge
in being able to do that. They need you to show them how. The purpose of our work
is not just to transform the world around not just to fix buildings, to receive a salary
including our charitable and volunteer work is to collaborate with God, in the building
of his creation. As, St John Paul Il put it, it is always man who is the purpose of his
work. For us, who we call Catholic gentlemen, Sir Knights, mediocre is never an
option; laziness is never possible. We, my friend, are called to excellence in all that
we do. We do not promote idolatry of work that would be the culture of the world
around us. That says you have to work eighteen hours a day, if you're going to be
successful. In genesis, we are also reminded that God worked for six days and
rested on the seven, it is that Sabbath rest, that gives meaning to what we do the
other six days. If we are not taking that Sunday rest, we are not rooting our families,
our God, and ourselves in Sundays at least that one-day a week. How will we have
happy health relationship to share with others, let alone be able to teach them that
this is the way thing are meant to be. My brothers, | would challenge us this year, as
Benedict XVI did in his general audience of June 6, 2012 to defend Sunday, in by
defending Sunday one defends human freedom. Brothers, Sunday is not just kicking
back with a margarita on the back lawn, Sunday is about giving meaning to the rest
of our week. Yes, even through our rest and our relaxation, rest in Christ, rest in
God, rest in the arms of your spouse and your family. Teach the world what it
means to love and teach the world what it means to work. Our work is not just about
how to get a bigger boat, but rather how we can love one another more effectively.

At this time a video with comments and welcoming from our Supreme Knight Carl
Anderson was played-- My Brother Knights, on behave of the officer and directors of
the Supreme Council. | want to thank you for all your efforts during the past fraternal
year. Each of you has made important contributions to our church and our
communities. By working together we have again achieved records of charitable
giving. We have continued recruiting men into our beloved Order. We have provided
protection to Catholic families through our insurance programs. Inspired by the
example of Pope Francis, we gave more than 70 million hours of volunteer service
and $170 million dollars to charitable causes. Those numbers made a great
difference in the lives of millions of people. Results from our 2014 fraternal survey
should exceed those records, so please encourage any Council or assembly that
has not submitted its fraternal survey yet, to do so immediately. 2014 was the 14"
consecutive year of insurance sales growth, we now have more than $97 billion of



life insurance enforce, and later this year we will reach the $100 billion milestone.
We also received again the A++ superior ranking from AMS. And we are again
included on the Fortune 1000 list. Thanks to our agents, more Catholic families then
ever are protecting their financial future through our top rated products. No
insurance company in North America is more highly rated then the Knights of
Columbus. For the second year in a row, the Knights of Columbus have been
named as one of the world’s most ethical company by the Ethisphere Institute. We
are proud of these achievements, and now, these accomplishments must be the
foundation on which we grow into the future.

| would like draw your attention to three international events in which we will have a
major role: this summer’s Special Olympics World games in Los Angeles, this
September’s World Meeting of Family for Pope Francis in Philadelphia and the 2016
World Youth Day in Karkow Poland. For which we will be organizing the site for all
English speaking pilgrims. The Knights of Columbus is at the center of these
international projects, and | hope our efforts will energize our volunteer efforts in our
local communities.

Our fraternal Order was founded by the Venerable Servant of God Father Michael J.
McGivney, so as to provide charity and to be a source of unity among Catholic men.
We are the stewards of this holy priest’s legacy. That legacy is a Catholic
organization dedicated to the spiritual and temporal well being of our members. It is
an organization that reaches out with charity to those on the margins. It is also a
Catholic brotherhood that draws men together to grow in their faith and to do good.

In the Papal greeting to our Supreme convention last year, we heard these words:
“Just as faith is shaped by charity, it bears fruit in its good works, so the fraternal
spirit concocted by Fr. Michael McGivney and the first Knights of Columbus continue
to be fruitful in the numerous charitable activities of our local Councils, which in
meeting the needs of individuals also builds up communities in solidarity and
concern for the common good.

As Knights we understand the needs of a charity that evangelizes and the power of
personal witness. Fr McGivney was just such a witness, and we must continue that
witness through our programs that feed the hungry, bring coats to children in need,
provide shelter to those who have no home of their own, bring mobility to the
disabled with a gift of wheelchairs, assist our wounded veterans and the military and
also to bring those with the special needs into the mainstream of society.

We must always remember that we are heirs to the good work of Father McGivney,
he found our Order to help widows and orphans, to unit Catholic men in their faith
and in fraternity and to aid those in need, especially those on the margins of society.
As Knights of Columbus we must stand shoulder to shoulder with Pope Francis in
bringing the witness of charity to every corner of society. In doing this we engage in
what St. John Paul Il called the charity that evangelizes. Just a few months ago the
Knights of Columbus celebrated the opening the permanent exhibit of our St. John
Paul Il national shrine in Washington DC. This shrine with its world class exhibits
expresses in a very concrete way the Knights of Columbus is committed to St. John
Paul Il call for evangelization. St. John Paul Il ushered in what would became known
as the John Paul |l generation, this nation shrine will insure that there will always be
a John Paul Il generation It is a great task, a great mission and there is no
organization that better suited to do this then the Knights of Columbus

To assist our own families in their spiritual growth, we launched our new program
“Building the Domestic Church, A Family Fully Alive”. This program helps the
hundreds of thousands of families looking for greater pastoral support, great



formation and spiritual programs that can help their children. This program can
strengthens marriage and the family because it encourages family prayer unity,
dedication and better communication we began this initiative in preparation of the
September “Meeting of Families” in the Philadelphia. This program will continue as
an important part of our efforts to strengthen Catholic family life.

The vast majority of the members were asked to join the Knights of Columbus by a
family member or by a friend. Yet too many of those same members now say they
have never or rarely ask someone to join the Knights of Columbus. Each of you
knows the benefits of membership. To do the great work of our Order, we must grow
the membership of our Order. So | ask every Brother Knight to commit to ask at least
three Catholic men to join us this fraternal year. To help explain the benefits of
membership we have developed we have developed a new App. This App allows
recruiters to give prospective members an overview of our charitable works,
dedication to the church and fraternal benefits. And if you do not have Form 100 with
you, when you show someone the App a potential member can fill out the
appropriate information on the App itself. Also, | encourage Councils to hold first
degree on a timely basis, and to use the first degree DVD, when you do not have a
first-degree team available.

Our STAR Councils lead the Order in growth and charity. And | applaud every
Council that has achieved this honor, and | encourage every Council to strive to join
their ranks. The greatest fraternal benefit, that we offer the world, is ourselves, and
the opportunity to have a Christian brotherhood with men and their families, men that
take the call to Christian life seriously. We invoke Pope Francis definition of
fraternity that each person becomes a neighbor that cares for others, that’s charity,
that’s unity, that’s fraternity and that’s the Knights of Columbus way. So let us go
forward into the next fraternity year committed to being witness to a life of Christ’s
love in every corner of society, where the Lady of Guadeloupe and Venerable
Michael J. McGinvey pray for us. Vivat Jesu.

State Deputy Report: [Incomplete Audio]

State Deputy Mike McDougle welcomed everyone once again. | would like to take a
little time this morning to talk about a number of the things and activities that went on
over the last two years, and where we can go the next few years. Last year at
Berkeley Springs, we unveiled the theme, “Faith and Charity in the Mountains”. We
dedicated that meeting to that theme and also this past year. It tells us all about who
we are, what we should be and it sums up our mission and vision. A card in your
folder describes our mission and vision. | have handed out these cards at earlier
meetings across the State. Our activities support this theme, and | would like to
again dedicate our Convention this year to that theme, “Faith and Charity in the
Mountains”. The charitable work that we do begins at home, here across the state of
West Virginia. [Note audio missing] | would like to highlight some of this past year's
charitable activities and accomplishments. We conducted a strong “Coats for Kids”
initiative, held our 40 Cans for Lent across the State, supported the St Joseph parish
fire fund from the Sate Council and additional funds were contributed from Councils
across the State. We provided support for Catholic schools, presenting a check to
the Bishop at the annual Catholic Schools Dinner. The State Council again gave a
check to the Special Olympics state organization, and Councils gave to the local
county organizations through funds from the Mentally Handicap Foundation.
Councils around the State supported the diocesan Seminarian individually, and the
State Council presented a check to Bishop Bransfield from our vocational support
raffle. We once again hosted the Silver Rose run, and again are committed to
participation in this summer’s event. We chartered the new Council in Oak Hill. We
also have our new State website thanks to Brother Tom’s efforts. He has done an



excellent job in its design and format. Finally, we must continue to grow the Order
for our children or grandchildren, we must retain our current members and recruit
new members to ensure the survival of the Knights of Columbus for future
generations in West Virginia. We celebrate our accomplishments, knowing we can
do more. We now set our sights on to our next fraternal year, and | thank you for all
your hard work and support over the past two years. Vivat Jesu. [Taken from notes
and reports]

At this time Supreme Representative Jose Jimenez was again introduced to the
State Council for his comments. He emphasized membership and echoed the
phrase to “Reverse the trend”, from the State’s membership report. He recognized
our continued membership loses, and emphasized that we needed to grow the
membership in West Virginia. He challenged us each to recruit a member in the next
fifty days. [Note: other comments on tape not audible]

Announcements were made regarding the Chairman of the various committees for
the convention. They are as follows: Credentials — Paul Niedbalski; Milage and Per
diem — Pat Lamb, PSD; Tellers and Judges — John Sine, PSD; Good of the Order —
Carl Olean, PSD; Resolutions — Scott Nale; Wardens — Paul Neidbalski;
Appreciations — Dick Schafer, PSD and Dick Sepkowski, PSD; Audit and Budget —
Bernie Kelly, PSD. All will be meeting at lunch.

State Warden reported that there are sixty-one votes, which includes the one
delegate two-vote rule.

Bernie Kelly was called on to present the Columbian Mentally Handicapped report.
A report was handed out to all present. Presently have 23 councils are active in the
program and 28 checks mailed. He encouraged other Council to get involved. This
program should be used to help recruit, as well as help those in need in your
community. The foundation account for this year, started with $106,892.90 on July
1, 2014, and a balance at the end of the year, May 1, 2015, of $109,798.73, which
includes funds in the State account not yet transferred. The Council’s portion of that
is $21,209.54 with a breakdown by council provided in the report. The foundation
portion is in excess of $88,589.19. We brought in $20,484.36, and we have
distributed in excess of $17,000. We received only one grant application, which did
not meet the requirements of the program. A request from the State Deputy for
$1,000 to the WV-State Special Olympics was approved. This, along with the
Councils portion, brought the total Special Olympic giving to $8,198.39. Also, the
committee, District Deputies, Chairman, and State Deputy, approved placing
$6303.40 in the new Oak Hill account. These funds were placed into the State funds
when the old Oak Hill Council disbanded. He said he has applications for grants if
anyone is interested, and that concludes my report. Finally, He mentioned, he is
stepping down as Mentally Handicap Chairman since he retired and is relocating to
Charlotte North Carolina. He thanked everyone for their assistance, and asked if
anyone had any questions.

The State Deputy thanked Brother Bernie Kelly for his leadership and service in
keeping the Columbian Mental Handicap Foundation operating effectively.

Bob Stahl, Scholarship Chairmen, give the report on the assets or the Scholarship
fund and the process of selection of the annual scholarship. There are six members
on the scholarship committee. He thanked Ron Trez in the Supreme office for his
assistance. Current assets are $122,079.80, which includes the Christopher
fund/State funds of $29,805, the Christopher matching fund of $32,000, which are
our funds, the unmatched funds of $11,231, which was accumulated from interest,



the foundation’s operating funds of $7421, and WJU funds of $41, 622.06. Our
liabilities, which include administrative costs, state taxes, professional fees, bond
insurance and scholarships are $4279.72, and our net worth is $117,800.
Scholarship costs are $3000 annually, or four scholarship recipients at $750/year.
This coming year's budget is $4475. Scholarship recipients must provide a
report/transcript from their college by July 30" each year. They must maintain at
least a C-average. This year's winner is Christy Hamilton from Summersville WV.
An extensive report of her church, school, community and family activities and
accomplishments were highlighted. In closing, he mentioned that he would be
stepping down as Chairman of the Scholarship committee.

The State Deputy asked for the acceptance of the publish reports of other State
Officers, District Deputies, Committee Chairmen and Grand Knights. A motion was
made and seconded. Motion carried.

Acting State Secretary, Brother Gerald Schmidt presented and reviewed the
proposed State Council budget.

State Deputy introduced our General Agent for his report. Mike Burkitt introduced
the West Virginia State Field Agents; Brothers Michael Bush, Eric Mowry and Mark
Wilgenbusch. He mentioned that they are here to assist Brother Knights and their
families with the various fraternal benefit products. He discussed the salary
protection product. He then talked about a letter from widow of a Brother Knight,
whose husband has past away. She asked about whom from the local Council
should have contacted her. The message in this account is that we must know and
stay in touch with our Brothers.

Father led everyone in grace prior to lunch.
Saturday Afternoon Session, 5/16/2015

State Deputy called the afternoon session to order.

State Warden vouched that all present are in possession of a current membership
card.

Father John opened the afternoon session with prayer.
The State Deputy led the group in the pledge of allegiance.

Brother Mike Stanger asked the General Agent after listening to the letter from the
widow, “What are the steps that should be taken if a member dies?” Brother Mike
Burkitt, GA, discussed the process, and Father Rice emphasized the human-side,
condolences, honor guard and assisting the family. Hopefully, we do a better job in
staying in contact with our Brother Knights. District Deputy Joe King gave the view
of a Financial Secretary and his experience.

State Advocate Scott Nale requested that everyone go to the microphone so that the
information is recorded and the importance of documenting the meeting.

He said he received three by-law changes two of the three items were on limitations
on communication with political officials. The committee recommended no action,
since it is covered in the Supreme by-laws and can be found in the desk reference
guide. The third item was a question of the timing of submittal of resolutions, so that
Councils had time to review, recommended approval. Note: Audio missing, the



results can be found in the attached by-law and resolutions. No by-law change was
made and only minor changes in four resolutions.

Paul Neidbalski, State Warden, thanked everyone for their help in our State fund
raising efforts. Both WVU raffle and football frenzy sales have increased in the past
year. He also mentioned that the WVU raffle tickets are ready to be passed out to
the councils. He mentioned, he had two-three years of tickets printed, as the tickets
have been printed without a date so that they can be used multiple years.

Fr. John Rice, State Chaplin, lead a closing prayer.

Sunday Morning Session, 5/17/2015

Mike McDougle, State Deputy called the State Convention to order.

Church Director Doug White opened the meeting with a prayer.

Pledge of Allegiance to the flag of the United States of America was recited.

State Deputy stated that at this time we will continue with our Church Director
leading us in the morning rosary.

Paul Niedbalski, State Warden vouched that all members present were members in
good standing.

Gerald Schmidt, Acting State Secretary, called the role.

The State Awards were read into the record: Council Activities- Clarksburg 872;
Community — Keyser 10545; Family — Keyser 10545; Youth — Keyser 10545; Church
— White Sulphur 8689; Culture of Life - Charleston 12630; District Deputy of the Year
— Mike Stanger Berkeley Springs 12191; Top Proposer — Babe Tiano Clarksburg
872; Catholic Laymen of the year — Clarksburg 872.[Audio missing-taken from notes]

Necrology: Bernard “Chris” Nevelle, Council 8689; John J. Sainato, Council 603;
Rev. Fr. Karl R. Wohinc, Council 942; Robert Costa, Council 8689; Karl P. Moore,
Council 12064; Sam Veltri Council 872 and others not captured on tape.

Seminarian Support winners were then read. *Missing Audio*

The State Deputy asked our State Deputy Advisor Darrell Capral, PSD, to proceed
with the election of 2015-2016 State Officers and Supreme Convention delegates.

Nominations of State Officers were made. By unanimous vote the following were
elected: Gerald Somazze — State Deptuy; Scott Nale — State Secretary; Paul
Niedbalski — State Treasurer; Frank Koenig — State Advocate; Michael Stanger —
State Warden.

Next was the election of delegates and alternates to the Supreme Convention in
Phlladelphla this August.

1t Delegate (Insurance) Gerald Somazze SD-elect

2 Delegate (Insurance) Michael McDougle IPSD

3" Delegate (Associate) David Wynne GK Council #5657

4" Delegate (Assomate) Doug Whlte State Church Chalrman Council #872

Alternates: 1% Paul Niedbalski, 2™ Mike Stanger, 3" Sande Genung &

4™ Frank Koenig



Brother Carl Olian, PSD, gave the “Good of the Order” report, highlighting some
accomplishments of the Knights throughout West Virginia and remarks from the
Convention.

The winner of the St. John Fire Fund pen raffle, which netted $214, was Brother
Mike Ferando of Clarksburg #872. Brother Mike Gasper of Elkins Council #603
crafted the pen.

State Deputy McDougle gave a few closing comments, including again thanking
Brother Bernie Kelly, PSD, for his service to the State and serving as the Mentally
Handicap Chairman over the past five years. He also thanked Brother Bob Stahl for
his many years of leadership and service on the Scholarship Committee.

The Convention was then concluded with a prayer and an expression of safe travels.

The 113" West Virginia State Convention Meeting was adjourned.

[NOTE: The audio recordings of the meeting were incomplete, and the missing
portions of the meeting records were filled in from individual notes and/or reports]
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Resolution No. 1

RESOLVED: That the West Virginia State Council, in its One-Hundred Thirteenth
Convention, respectfully and solemnly pledge our loyalty to our Most Reverend
Michael J. Bransfield, Bishop of Wheeling-Charleston. We pray that his spirituality
will call us to a future, which will be rich in ecumenical experience with all our
Christian Brothers. (2015) Amended

Action: Passed

Resolution No. 2

RESOLVED: That the West Virginia State Council, in its One-Hundred Thirteenth
Convention assembled, gratefully express to our Supreme Knight, Carl Anderson,
our Supreme Officers and Directors, our utmost appreciation for their capable
leadership and services during the past year.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED: That we, in Convention, assembled Beckley West
Virginia, are indeed grateful and applaud the presence here with us of Brother Jose
Jimenez, Supreme Council Manager of Membership and Program Consultants.
(2015) Amended

Action: Passed

Resolution No. 3

RESOLVED: To worthy Grand Knight and Convention Chair Sande Genung ,

and his committees, we express our gratitude in this most successful State
Convention. We would like to extend to the Beckley Council our sincere appreciation
for their beautiful arrangements for the assembled delegates, their wives and guests.
(2015) Amended

Action: Passed

Resolution No. 4

RESOLVED: That the West Virginia State Council of the Knights of Columbus
continue to conduct an annual Council Officers Training School in each District of
said State Council, same to be conducted under the supervision of the District
Deputy. The school is to be attended by the Grand Knight, Financial Secretary,
General Program Chairman, and one or more Trustees of each Council within each
respective District. (1977) Action: Passed.

Resolution No. 5

WHEREAS: The Year of the Family has been extended on a permanent basis by
the Bishops of the United States.

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED: That the West Virginia State Council and its
subordinate councils of the Knights of Columbus shall engage in programs which will
strengthen "The Family" by making our homes the place where we pray together and
live our Christian lives together as did the Holy Family. The members of our Order
must set good examples to those committed to our care. We will make the Holy
Family our ideal and above all we shall make Jesus the very center of our family life,
thus preserving the sanctity of “The Family" in this nation. (1988) Action: Passed.

Resolution No. 6

WHEREAS: The State Deputy receives requests for contributions to various
charitable and emergency organizations; and

WHEREAS: The State Deputy is not always able to determine the legitimate nature
of such requests.

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED: That a committee be established to determine the
true nature and amount of contribution to be made in response to requests made of
the State Deputy. Such committee shall include the State Deputy, a District Deputy,
and a Grand Knight to review the request. The State Deputy may choose to name
additional members to the committee as he sees fit. (1984) Action: Passed.



Resolution No. 7

WHEREAS: New Councils have very little funds when first established to purchase
items needed to function properly.

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED: That the State Council of West Virginia will
furnish Two Hundred and Fifty Dollars ($250.00) to each new council established in
West Virginia.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED: That the State Council of West Virginia will purchase
a full set of Council Officers Jewels for each new established council in West
Virginia. (1992) Action: Passed.

Resolution No. 8

WHEREAS: The success of this brotherhood in West Virginia in good times and
bad, is due to those Brother Knights who have served as our leaders; and
WHEREAS: It is proper that the State Council of West Virginia give formal
recognition to the families of deceased leaders so that the often great, difficult, kind,
and charitable works of these leaders is not soon forgotten.

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED: That the State Secretary shall prepare a
necrology for the Mass on the occasion of the Annual State Convention. Said
necrology shall include, but not be limited to Past and Present State Officers,
Chaplains, District Deputies, Grand Knights, Masters and Faithful Navigators of the
Fourth Degree, of West Virginia.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED: That the State Council of West Virginia, in Annual
Convention, will read aloud the names of these deceased leaders in conjunction with
a memorial service led by the State Chaplain.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED: That the widow, or family, of the deceased leader be
sent proper notice on official stationary, signed by the State Deputy of West Virginia,
with a copy sent to the current Grand Knight or Faithful Navigator of the deceased
members’ Council or Assembly. (1993) Action: Passed.

Resolution No. 9
WHEREAS: The West Virginia State Council of the Knights of Columbus annually
sponsors athletic events, which require advance planning and preparation; and
WHEREAS: It is of the utmost importance that these and future activities be
conducted in a consistent manner from year to year.
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED: That the site of these events / tournaments be
determined two (2) years in advance of the Annual Convention to the extent
possible.
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED: to aid in the increased participation in these events,
each attending Knight shall be able to sponsor one (1) or more non-Knight
CATHOLIC gentlemen and/or one (1) CATHOLIC ladies to have full participation in
the event. This added participation can be used as a means to acquaint individuals
or families of the activities of the Order and shall be used as a means to recruit new
members. In addition, any Knight of Columbus, Columbian Squire 16 or 17 years of
age will be able to fully participate in any athletic events.
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED: That the host council recognize that many members
regard these events as family affairs, and to the extent reasonable, make provisions
for other family members in the planning of the event.
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED: That the sum of one Dollar ($1.00) per participant,
with the minimum of one hundred and fifty dollars ($150.00) be paid to the host
council for athletic event expenses.
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED: That all such events shall be under the direction of
the State Athletic Director, Who shall have the following responsibilities.

1. Promulgate and publish rules and regulations obtained from the host

council for each event. Such rules shall be consistent from year to year.



2. Meet with the team captain of each participating council during the event to
discuss the conduct of the event and review regulations as necessary. The
Athletic Director may designate an alternate to represent him.
3. Ensure that the host council forwards results and prizes to all participants
within 60 days of the conclusion of the event.
(2012) Amended Action: Passed.

Resolution No. 10

WHEREAS: The West Virginia State Council annually sponsors a bowling
tournament; and

WHEREAS: It is becoming increasingly difficult to balance family and tournament
commitments.

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED: The WV State Bowling Tournament shall be held
during the months of March or April.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED: That the host council should make every effort to hold
the tournament on the weekend following Easter. However if it is deemed necessary
to vary from that date in order to increase attendance and have the event more
successful, the host council may set an alternative date and make every effort to
notify the State Council at the Midyear Meeting prior.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED: That it shall be the responsibility of the State Athletic
Director to assure that the host council has received United States Bowling
Congress sanction, and that ABC guidelines are observed in the awarding of prizes
and trophies. The host council tournament director shall obtain unattached cards, at
the bowlers expense for any participant not having a card. In the conduct of the
tournament, rules governing the play shall be attached to the application for
participation.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED:

1. The Annual Tournament of the West Virginia State Council of the Knights of
Columbus shall be conducted on a handicap basis. Each entrant shall
receive handicap of seventy-five percent (75%) of the difference between
his previous season’s highest league average and two hundred (200) pins
for each game entered, provided that if his current league average for
twenty-one (21) games or more as of February 1, is ten (10) or more pins
above last season’s highest league average, the current average must be
used when filing the entry. Handicap will be computed based upon the
above in all cases, and NO MAXIMUM handicap will be imposed on a
bowler who has established an average under any of the above provision.

2. An entrant with no previous season’s league average, or current league
average for twenty-one (21) games or more, as of February 1, must enter at
170 pin average, providing, he has had league or sanctioned tournament
experience within the last five (5) years. An entrant with no current or
previous experience shall be entered at a one hundred and forty (140) pin
average. An entrant with no current or previous league average shall use
his previous sanctioned tournament average for handicap purposes. When
no average is given on the entry blank, the tournament secretary shall enter
an average of two hundred (200) pins and the bowler will bowl scratch.

3. A team shall consist of four (4) individuals.
(2012) Amended Action: Passed.

Resolution No. 11

WHEREAS: The West Virginia State Council annually sponsors a golf tournament;
and

WHEREAS: It is becoming more difficult to find a golf course to host the West



Virginia State Tournament for an entire weekend:

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED: That the West Virginia State Golf Tournament
shall be held during the months of June, July, or August giving the host council some
flexibility in finding an acceptable golf course. This flexibility may aid in the increasing
participation, as the last week of June and the first week of July traditionally are
heavy vacation weeks.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED: The tournament shall be a handicap tournament and
governing play shall be attached to the application for participation. (2010) Action:
Passed.

Resolution No. 12

WHEREAS: The State Council office of State Advocate is established to provide the
State Officers with legal counsel;

WHEREAS: The previous practice of a practicing attorney serving as the State
Advocate is no longer followed;

WHEREAS: In the recent past the State Council has required the service of legal
counsel because of legal action against the State Council, or to provide legal advise
for other activities of the State Council; and

WHEREAS: It has been necessary to secure such council, or even to proceed
without legal counsel.

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED: That the position of Associate Advocate be
established. Such position shall be filled by a Third Degree member of the Knights
of Columbus who is a practicing attorney. The appointment to the position shall be
made by the State Deputy in council with the State Council Officers, and the
Candidate shall serve at the will and pleasure of the State Deputy. The Associate
State Advocate shall attend all State Council meetings, and other meetings of the
State Officers as determined by the State Deputy. (1998) Action: Passed.

Resolution No. 13

WHEREAS: The number of vocations to the religious life is diminishing each year;
WHEREAS: The mother Church needs help in recruiting people for the Religious
life;

WHEREAS: There are individuals who are undecided the direction their life should
go; and

WHEREAS: The Knights of Columbus support vocations to the Religious life.
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED: A West Virginia Knights of Columbus State
Council will reach out to the Diocesan Vocation Director to offer assistance as
needed.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED: The State Council Vocations Chairman will be
responsible for this task. (2014) Amended:—Passed-

Resolution No. 14

WHEREAS: The Knights of Columbus is the largest Catholic Organization in the
country;

WHEREAS: The Mass is a Catholic Obligation;

WHEREAS: The Knights of Columbus is Family Oriented;

WHEREAS: The Supreme Council would like each State to perform some worthy
church activity yearly; and

WHEREAS: The Rosary is a valuable Prayer, and prior to the Mass, the Rosary is
said by the members and family members.

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED: All West Virginia State Council members are
invited to attend Mass in a body with family members each 5" Sunday of the month.
(2001) Action: Passed.

Resolution No. 15



WHEREAS: Each year the State Council makes Service Program Awards under
Supreme Council categories;

WHEREAS: It is the objective to submit the best program in each category to the
Supreme Council for order wide recognition; and

WHEREAS: The Supreme Council has provided the criteria followed in making its
choice of the International winners.

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED: That those criteria as presented here shall be
established as those used to determine State Council winning programs:

Service Program Awards Criteria

The Supreme Council Service Program Awards recognizes those councils
conducting outstanding projects in each of the six divisions of the Surge
Service Program: CHURCH, COMMUNITY, COUNCIL, FAMILY, YOUTH
and CULTURE of LIFE. Judging criteria as received from the Supreme
Council follow:

1.

All entries shall be submitted on Supreme Council form STSP,
found in the COUNCIL REPORT FORMS BOOKLET. No entry
will be considered without this form.

The project is based on a SINGLE project or activity conducted by
the council in the May 1 to April 30 year. Itis not a series of
activities in a single area of the Service Program.

A project submitted in the wrong category will be disqualified. A
community-wide project to benefit a parish church is a Church
activity, not a Community one. Ask the question, “Who benefits
from this program?”

All entries shall be in the hands of the responsible State Activity
Chairman by May 1% There will be no exceptions to this deadline.
The State Activity Chairman will serve as the chairman and
additional members of the committee may be appointed by the
State Deputy as he may determine to be required.

No Activity Chairman or Judge will be permitted to judge a project
submitted by his council. The State Deputy will contact each
chairman to determine if additional judges will be needed but the
chairman will not change.

All judging will be completed prior to the arrival at the State
Convention. ltis intended that the Awards will be presented at a
banquet Saturday evening of the convention. No Council will be
permitted to enter a project, which has judged the winning project
in the previous three years. This rule does not deny another
council to submit a similar project.

Guidelines for Competition Judging

The following “Basis for Judging” distributed by the State Council shall be
used for Service Program Awards.

1.

2.

Nature of the activity: Does it demonstrate the objectives of the
Service Program (Catholic, Family, Fraternal, Service)?
Participation of membership in project. How many members
participated? What percentage of the entire membership
participated?



3. Results: What were the benefits derived from sponsorship of the
project? How did the results affect Church, Community, Council,
Family or Youth?

4. Program Originality: Was the program something new?

5. Committee planning: How effectively was the program organized?
How much detail was involved in staging the event?

6. Delegation of responsibility: How many members served as
workers or planners? What type of organization was established
for implementation of the project?

7. Publicity: How effectively was the program publicized throughout
the area (Radio and Television, local and diocesan newspapers,
and council newsletters)?

While supporting documentation can be submitted, the complete documentation on
the current year STSP form should be the controlling factor. It most certainly will be
in Supreme Council judging. (2014) Action: Amended.

Resolution No. 16

WHEREAS: The West Virginia State Council and the Supreme Council make
awards in addition to the Service Awards addressed in Resolution 15;

WHEREAS: The determination of the winners shall be determined in a manner
allowing the State Deputy sufficient time to make arrangements for the winners to
attend and be recognized at the annual State Council Convention; and

WHEREAS: The criteria for those awards differ from those applied to the Service
Awards.

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED: That those Awards and Criteria for judging are as
follows:

Knight of the Year

Family of the Year

District Deputy of the Year
Top Proposer of the Year

L=

Entries for the Knight and Family of the Year shall be forwarded to the State Deputy
only prior to May 1% of each year. The winning entry will be determined by the State
Deputy and such committee as he determines. The Family of the Year award shall
be submitted to the Supreme Council for consideration for the Supreme Council
International award. The entry shall be submitted prior to the deadline determined
by the Supreme Council.

T?p Proposer candidates shall also be submitted to the State Deputy only by May
1%,

District Deputy of the Year shall be determined by the State Deputy without
committee. (2014) Action: Amended.

Resolution No. 17

WHEREAS: All persons associated with the Ladies Auxiliary of the Knights of
Columbus, together with all other ladies who become associated with them and their
successors, are constituted a body corporate by the name Ladies Auxiliary of the
Knights of Columbus;

WHEREAS: The purpose of the organization is (a) to aid the Knights of Columbus
Councils; (b) by promoting and conducting educational, charitable and religious
work;



WHEREAS: It may adopt a constitution, by laws, rules and regulations for its own
government and the advancement of its own well-being; and

WHEREAS: The State Ladies Auxiliary of the Knights of Columbus would consist of
two bodies from each auxiliary. This would include the President and one elected
lady. Their goals would be to assist councils in setting up a Ladies Auxiliary if none
has been formed. They would also assist in statewide functions of the Knights of
Columbus. (2002) Action: Passed.

Resolution No. 18

WHEREAS: The State Secretary is in line for the position as State Deputy.
WHEREAS: The Knights of Columbus Supreme Council has placed emphasis on
education of State Officers as to their duties and responsibilities.

WHEREAS: The Supreme Convention affords the delegates an insight into the
complexity of the order.

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED: The State Secretary shall be strongly considered
for the position of Supreme Convention Delegate during at least one of his two years
in the office.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED: The State Secretary should attend the Supreme
Convention at least once prior to becoming State Deputy in the normal course of
events. If not elected as a delegate and if the funds are available the State Council
will pay his expenses at a delegate rate. (2014) Action: Passed.

Resolution No. 19

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED: That the State Council per capita assessment
shall be Six Dollars ($6.00) annually. College Council per capita assessment shall
be Two Dollars ($2.00) annually. Inactive members shall be Four Dollars ($4.00)
annually.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED: That the State Council has established the mileage
rate at Forty Five Cents ($.45) per mile, one way; and a per diem rate of Sixty
Dollars ($60.00), not to exceed two (2) days.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED: That the State Council forward to the State
Convention host council the sum of Ten Cents ($.10) per member, based on the
Supreme Council Membership Insurance Program Progress Report dated July 1 of
the Fraternal Year of the Convention.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED: That attendance of Grand Knights and or Financial
Secretary at other meetings called by the State Deputy is vital to the ultimate
success of the State Council service programs and communication with subordinate
councils. And since personal financial considerations may hinder such attendance,
the State Deputy has the discretion to provide Grand Knights and or Financial
Secretary a sum of Fifteen Dollars ($15.00) for food allowance and Forty Five Cents
($.45) per mile, one way, for attendance at “other meetings called by the State
Deputy”. Total expenditure not to exceed one day per such scheduled meeting.
(2008) Amended Action: Passed.

Resolution No. 20

WHEREAS: The exemplification of the Knighthood Degree is important to the
growth of the Order and necessary to teach the lessons of Charity, Unity and
Fraternity to all members;

WHEREAS: The Initiation Fee of each new member of the Order is intended to
cover the cost of that members initiation in all three Degrees of the Order;
WHEREAS: Knighthood Degrees are scheduled well in advance by the State
Deputy and are known by all Councils;

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED: That each subordinate Council be assessed at the
rate of Five Dollars ($5.00) for each new member. This fee shall not apply to
reinstated members, and subordinate councils shall make note of any corrections to



fees charge when remitting fees to the State Secretary. Monies so collected shall be
placed in a fund to defray costs of the Exemplification of the Knighthood Degree, and
that the State Council shall supplement the fund as required.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED: The Presenter of the Fraternal Charge be reimbursed
at the current mileage rate of the State Council.

(2014) Action: Amended.

Resolution No. 21
WHEREAS: The success of the State Council, and its operation, and the
Subordinate Councils, depends upon information transmitted between the two
bodies.
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED: That the Proceedings of the Annual Meeting of
the West Virginia State Council of the Knights of Columbus be made available to the
State Officers and each council at the time of the Mid-Year Meeting, and that a
transcript the Proceedings of the Mid-Year Meeting be made to the same at the time
of the Annual State Meeting.
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED: That the State Secretary and the State Treasurer of
the West Virginia State Council, Knights of Columbus submit their required financial
reports based on a fiscal year of July 1% to June 30™, and that the official reports and
audits be distributed at each Mid-Year Meeting. Furthermore, these reports and
audits shall include the Charitable and Program Funds, as well as all other West
Virginia State Council special purpose funds.
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED: That the State Deputy be empowered to edit reports
of State Officers, District Deputies, State Program Directors and Chairmen, and
Grand Knights to each Annual Convention to limit such reports to no more one page.
This restriction is not applicable to the State Deputy’s Annual Report.
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED: That a printed copy of the proceedings will be
available upon request.

(2003) Action: Passed.

Resolution No. 22

WHEREAS: It is proper for the State Council to establish programs to recognize the
contributions of both individual Councils and individual Knights for contributions to
both the Church and the Order.

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED: That each year a State Church Activity Award be
presented to a Council or a Catholic Layman for outstanding support of the Church.
The recipient of this award to be chosen from recommendations made by the
councils, the State Activities Chairman, the State Deputy and the State Chaplain,
with the approval of the Ordinary of the Wheeling-Charleston Diocese.
Recommendations for the award must be submitted to the State Deputy at the
annual Mid-Year Meeting, and the choice finalized in time so as to be presented at
the following Annual Meeting of the West Virginia State Council of the Knights of
Columbus.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED: That because Council Newsletters are an excellent
communication to inform not only local council members, but State Officers, State
Program Directors and Chairmen of local council activities, each subordinate council
publishing a newsletter transmit a copy of the same to all State Officers, Chairmen
and Directors, and all West Virginia Grand Knights. A committee under the direction
of the State Publicity Director shall determine the best council newsletter and the
State Council shall present a suitable award to be presented to that council at the
Annual Meeting. (2003) Action: Passed.



Resolution No. 23

WHEREAS: The West Virginia State Council of the Knights of Columbus, and it's
subordinate councils have continuously supported the Mentally Handicapped
Program since 1979; and

WHEREAS: The subject council has established the COLUMBIA MENTALLY
HANDICAPPED FOUNDATION as a separate entity with the jurisdiction of the State
Council to direct this program.

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED: That the West Virginia State Council of the
Knights of Columbus, assembled in Convention, is dedicated to continuing this
program.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED: That all subordinate councils participating in the
annual Mentally Handicapped Drive, and following the rules and guidelines set forth
under license and registration granted to the West Virginia State Council, Knights of
Columbus, that the subordinate council’s share of net proceeds from its drive be set
at Eighty-Five Percent (85%), and the Columbia Mentally Handicapped Foundation
share be set at Fifteen Percent (15%).

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED: That the State Secretary and the State Treasurer of
the West Virginia State Council be permitted to transfer from the West Virginia State
Council all funds remitted to it from the various drives to the Foundation, except that
it shall retain a sum not to exceed One Thousand Dollars ($1,500.00), which the
State Council shall use to pay the necessary expenses it may occur for the success
of the program (i.e., liability insurance). (2003) Action: Passed.

Resolution No. 24

WHEREAS: The West Virginia State Council of the Knights of Columbus has
maintained a State Scholarship Foundation intended to benefit Members and their
children alike, for more than Twenty Years (20); and

WHEREAS: The Fund, which supports the scholarship program, is in constant
danger of depletion.

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED: That the West Virginia State Council of the
Knights of Columbus adopts the “Keep Christ in Christmas” Christmas Card Program
as a continuing State Council Program.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED: That any “bonus” per box sold paid to the West
Virginia State Council by the distributor of the Christmas Cards be designated for the
State Scholarship Foundation.

BE IT FURTHER RESOVLED: That when the Scholarship Foundation principal on
deposit and/or invested of Fifty Thousand Dollars ($50,000.00) is realized, this
resolution does revert to the floor of the next Annual Meeting of the West Virginia
State Council for reconsideration of reassignment of the State Council’'s “bonus” per
box.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED: That the West Virginia State Council adopt the NFL
Sweepstakes Program as a continuing program, and that Sixty Percent (60%) of the
profits be transferred to the Knights of Columbus Scholarship Foundation, Inc., after
the first $5,000 profits has been realized which goes to the Catholic Schools Dinner
as stated in Resolution No. 25. (2003) Action: Passed.

Resolution No. 25

WHEREAS: The West Virginia State Council of the Knights of Columbus and it's
subordinate councils in convention assembled, continue to offer our services and
support to our Bishop, Priests, and Religious, in all categories.

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED: That the West Virginia State Council of the
Knights of Columbus is firmly in accord in providing our Bishop with financial aid in
the education of candidates to the Priesthood, continue to support the Bishop’s
Burse Program began in 1936.



BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED: That subordinate councils demonstrate their
unceasing effort to improve the Vocations programs of our Diocese and the Supreme
Council through the RSVP Program.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED: That the Prayer for Vocations be recited at all State
and Subordinate Council Meetings.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED: That support of Catholic Schools is important to both
our Bishop and all members of the Knights of Columbus of the West Virginia State
Council, designates the first Five Thousand Dollars ($5,000.00) of proceeds of the
NFL Football Sweepstakes for the Catholic Schools Dinner as a supplement to the
contributions of the subordinate councils. (2003) Action: Passed.

Resolution No. 26

WHEREAS: The West Virginia State Council of the Knights of Columbus needs to
join into the 21% century;

WHEREAS: The need of the West Virginia State Council of the Knights of Columbus
needs to be able to communicate with the rank and file members of all councils in
the State; and

WHEREAS: We need to establish a web site on the Internet and be able to have
two-way communication with our Brother Knights.

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED: That a State of West Virginia Internet site be
established and that the necessary funds to host this site and to obtain and keep a
domain name be approved.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED: That the State Deputy shall appoint a web master
and shall oversee the site. The domain name will be known as; “wvkoc.org.”
(2003) Action: Passed.

Resolution No. 27

WHEREAS: Grand Knights are chosen leaders for all Knights of Columbus Councils
in West Virginia;

WHEREAS: Grand Knights are enlisted with the direct responsibilities for leading
and guiding the destination of their councils; and

WHEREAS: The numerous hours devoted by grand knights in fulfilling their
leadership responsibilities often go unnoticed with little or no recognition for their
services.

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED: That April of each fraternal year be designated as
“Grand Knight Month”, whereby, all First Degree ceremonies held during April are to
be conducted with the names of Grand Knights as class honorees. (2005) Action:
Passed.

Resolution No. 28

WHEREAS: The Supreme Council has established a Matching Fund Program
whereby contributions from the West Virginia State Council will be matched by the
Supreme Council on a dollar-for-dollar basis, to a maximum of $5.00 per member of
West Virginia, said funds to be contributed to Knights of Columbus Charities, Inc.
and the earnings thereon to be paid annually for charitable purposes as established
in this resolution; and

WHEREAS: It is deemed beneficial to charitable programs of West Virginia State
Council to avail itself of such a matching fund program and thereby enter into a
cooperative arrangement with the Supreme Council whereby the charities of the
West Virginia State Council will receive greater benefits.

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED: That the 2006 annual meeting of the West
Virginia State Council hereby adopts this resolution so as to enter into the Matching
Fund Program proposed by Resolution 134 adopted at the 1992 Supreme Council
Meeting.



BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED: That the West Virginia State Council shall donate to
Knights of Columbus Charities, Inc. the $30,000 of the monies raised at various fund
raising events, and monies to be transmitted to Knights of Columbus Charities, Inc.
as soon as practicable after the conclusion of the fund raising event, it being
understood that the monies be received and credited as of June 30 and December
31 of each year only.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED: That we hereby designate the following to be the
recipients of the earnings on our portion of the Christopher Fund: The West Virginia
Knights of Columbus Scholarship Foundation, Inc. which includes the following
Board Members: Immediate Past State Deputy, State Deputy, State Advocate,
President, Secretary and Treasurer, it being of the earnings on our portion of the
Christopher Fund: the West Virginia Knights of Columbus Scholarship Foundation,
Inc., it being understood that the earnings disbursed by check to these recipients but
forwarded after April 1 of each year to State Deputy of West Virginia for appropriate
presentation, it being further understood that the recipients may be changed from
time to time by a State Resolution.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED: That we hereby establish a special committee as
follows; the members of the board of the West Virginia Knights of Columbus
Scholarship Foundation, Inc. to administer the West Virginia State Council’s
participation in the Christopher Fund, said committee to be known as the Christopher
Fund Committee and to be composed of not more than six members of said
committee, said committee to perform all acts that are necessary in administering the
West Virginia State Council’s participation in the Christopher Fund.

(2006) Action: Passed.

Resolution No. 29

WHEREAS: Young members are continuously being heralded as the most important
resource needed for growth and development of any organization;

WHEREAS: The various subdivisions of the Knights of Columbus are continuously
stressing the need for recruiting young members; and

WHEREAS: Many young prospective members refrain from joining the Knights of
Columbus due to financial hardship.

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED: That members within the age group of 18 years of
age to 21 years of age will be exempt from paying West Virginia State Council per
capita dues, and at the discretion of subordinate council dues until their 22
birthday. If a Knight is enrolled in a duly qualified institution of higher learning as a
full time student, the age for exemption shall be raised to 25 years of age. The State
Council will not be obliged to exempt a subordinate council if the council does not
exempt member(s) from paying initiation fees and council dues. In addition, the
Financial Secretary must notify the State Secretary of any and all members in this
category. Members within this exempt status remain obligated for paying Supreme
Council’s per capita dues, Catholic Advertisement Assessment and the Culture of
Life Assessment. (2012) Amended Action: Passed.

Resolution No. 30

WHEREAS: The Supreme Council of the Knights of Columbus recognizes the
service of Priest and Religious Brothers by bestowing upon them the status of
“Honorary Life Member;”

WHEREAS: The Second Vatican Council has restored the deaconate "as a proper
and permanent rank of the hierarchy;"

WHEREAS: Regarding permanent deaconate, The Catechism of the Catholic
church affirms, “The sacrament of Holy Orders marks them with an imprint
("character") which cannot be removed and which configures them to Christ, who
made himself the "deacon" or servant of all;” and



WHEREAS: The Supreme Council has, to date, not granted Honorary Life
Membership status to members of the permanent deaconate.

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED: That the West Virginia State Council submits to
the Supreme Council a resolution calling for the recognition of the permanent
deaconate to its proper order in the hierarchy of the church and to confer upon them
the status of Honorary Life Member.

Resolution No. 31

WHEREAS: Parochial education, whether directly through Catholic Schools or
Parish supported C.C.D. classes, have been the backbone of Catholic teaching of
young adults.

WHEREAS: Priests, Principals, Teachers and parents of children have created a
common goal necessary to insure the highest quality of education of young adults.
WHEREAS: The Knights of Columbus has strongly supported Catholic Education.
WHEREAS: The Knights of Columbus is committed to inform the Catholic community
of its various programs.

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED: The State Deputy along with the State Officers
shall create a Special committee to work with Priests, Deacons, school principals,
C.C.D. coordinators and P.T.O. leaders to keep them informed of Knight of
Columbus activities and to assist those educators in potential projects, which would
enhance the quality of the Catholic education. This joint cooperation and shared
knowledge can result in Catholic men in good standing to seek more information
concerning the Knights of Columbus and to apply for membership in the order.
(2012) Action: Passed.

Resolution No. 32

WHEREAS: The Catholic Church teaches that the right to religious freedom is based
upon the inherent dignity of the human person, which is known through both reason
and divine revelation; and

WHEREAS: The right to religious freedom is guaranteed by the First Amendment of
the Constitution of the United States; and

WHEREAS: Religious freedom means that all persons are to be free from coercion
in matters of belief and conscience, and that no person should be forced to act in a
manner contrary to his or her own beliefs or conscience; and

WHEREAS: During his visit to the United States in 2008, Pope Benedict XVI
reminded us that is should never be necessary to deny God in order to enjoy our
rights and that it is inconceivable that believers should have to suppress their faith in
order to be active citizens; and

WHEREAS: The Church consistently teaches that religious freedom is an inalienable
right which should be recognized in the governing laws of each country in such a
way that it is acknowledged as a basic civil right; and

WHEREAS: Religious freedom is not a benefit that a government confers out of a
sense of mere tolerance and that can be removed, but rather it is an inalienable
right, rooted in the transcendent dignity of every human being; and

WHEREAS: Religious freedom is at the very heart of human rights because it
encompasses freedom of speech, assembly and conscience, which together form
the basis of civil society and respect for the individual; and

WHEREAS: On August 1, 2011, the U.S. Department of the Health and Human
Services issued preliminary regulations pursuant to the Patient Protection and
Affordable Care Act that require all Americans to subsidize health insurance plans
that provide coverage for surgical sterilizations and contraception, including
abortifacients such as “morning after” pills; and

WHEREAS: These abortion-inducing drugs attack a developing unborn child either
before or after implantation in the mother’'s womb; and



WHEREAS: On January 20, 2012, the Obama Administration finalized this mandate
and announced that non-profit religious institutions, including the Catholic Church,
would have one year to comply with the rule, and that no exemption would be
granted for Catholic hospitals, dioceses, charities, social service agencies, schools,
colleges and universities; and

WHEREAS: The mandate also forces private Catholic employers and businesses —
such as the Knights of Columbus — to provide all employees with insurance coverage
that includes abortion-inducing drugs, contraception, and sterilization; and
WHEREAS: On February 10, 2012, the Obama Administration offered to religious
organizations a so-called “accommodation” which did not change the mandate and
was quickly rejected by the U.S. bishops because Catholic organizations and
individuals would still be forced to violate their religious convictions; and
WHEREAS: One of the rationales for this mandate — that abortifacients,
contraceptives and sterilization are less expensive than child birth — lays the
groundwork for the government to one day mandate that all health insurance plans
include abortion; and

WHEREAS: This mandate sets a dangerous precedent and represents one of the
most serious intrusions on religious freedom in our lifetimes; and

WHEREAS: In a recent meeting with bishops from the United States, Pope Benedict
XVI expressed concern over “certain attempts being made to limit that most
cherished of American freedoms, the freedom of religion;”

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED: That we will never waver in our efforts to defend
religious freedom as an inherent right of all Americans; and

FURTHER RESOLVED: That as American citizens and as Knights of Columbus, we
will steadfastly support the free exercise of religion as it is enshrined in the First
Amendment of the Constitution of the United States; and

FURTHER RESOLVED: That we stand in solidarity with our bishops in their call to
the Catholic faithful, and to all Americans, to join together in the great struggle to
oppose this mandate and to protect religious liberty and freedom of conscience; and
FURTHER RESOLVED: That we call upon President Obama to rescind this mandate
which is a clear and direct violation of our religious liberty rights; and

FURTHER RESOLVED: That we call upon Congress to pass, and the President to
sign, legislation that will protect the constitutional right of religious institutions and
individuals to be free from government coercion in health care and all other matters;
and

FURTHER RESOLVED: That we will remain steadfast in our opposition to any future
governmental action or policy that forces Catholic institutions and individuals to
violate our most deeply held moral and religious convictions; and

FURTHER RESOLVED: That our struggle for religious freedom at this decisive
moment in our nation’s history is not only for our sake, but for the sake of our
children, our grandchildren and all future generations, so that they too may know a
country that is “one nation under God, indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.”
(2012) Action: Passed.

Resolution No. 33

WHEREAS, The Seventh Precept of the Catholic Church states that we shall
participate in the evangelization of the Church; and

WHEREAS, Pope John Paul |l called all Catholics to be part of the “New
Evangelization,” which is an effort to inspire “culture Christians” to rediscover the
Faith and live it more fully. It is about re-proposing the Good News of Jesus in a
fresh new way; and

WHEREAS, there are nine Catholic Radio stations on the air in West Virginia and
several more preparing to come on air;

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED: That the West Virginia State Council, Knights of



Columbus, do hereby morally back these stations and we urge the local councils to
make financial contributions either directly to a Catholic Radio station in their area or
through the Catholic Radio Association PO Box 3744 Charleston WV 25337

(2013) Action: Passed



